Past Perfect Simple
Had + vb. III

I had been

Had I been?

I hadn’t been

Hadn’t I been?

I had been, hadn’t I?

I hadn’t been, had I?

Exprimă o acţiune care a avut loc în trecut înaintea unui moment fixat, precizat din trecut şi care fie s-a terminat înainte de acel moment de referinţă trecut, fie acţiunea în sine a continuat până la şi simultan cu acel moment de referinţă trecut.

                   before you arrived.

 I had left    by that time.

                   by the time you arrived.

· just, already, yet:

I had already seen her a number of times before you introduced her to me.

· often, never, ever, seldom:

He had often come to our house by the time I first met him.


- those   days                that  morning

              weeks                     afternoon

              months

He had had a lot of work to do those days before I asked him to help me.

· no sooner… than

hardly         …when

     scarcely

     barely

I had hardly arrived home when the phone rang.

Hardly had I arrived home when the phone rang.

    
Nici nu ajunsesem bine acasă, când a sunat telefonul.


Nici nu apucasem să ajung bine acasă că a şi sunat telefonul.


Doar ce apucasem să ajung acasă…


De-abia ce ajunsesem acasă…

· folosiri cu for/since:

I had been there for a year when I met Mary.

Eram (imperfect în lb. Română) acolo de un an când am cunoscut-o pe Mary.

· folosit cu: when, as soon as, after, before, it was the first time, etc:

He went home as soon as he’d finished his work

Folosiri gramaticale

· în temporale – pentru o relaţie de anterioritate cu principala în care este un timp trecut.

He arrived after I had left. (I left – în limba vorbită)

He said he would go there after he had finished.

· pentru concordanţa timpurilor – relaţie de anterioritate cu principala în care este un timp trecut.

He hoped she had written the letter.

· în Indirect Speech – reia Past Tense şi Present perfectdin vorbirea directă.

He told me    she had arrived the day before.

                      she had been there for a week.
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