Modal Verbs

CAN

1)capacitate fizica sau intelectuala in present (mental or physical ability)

I can run faster than you.

He can speak three foreign languages.

2) + verbele de perceptie senzoriala – continuitate, simultaneitate cu momentul vorbirii.
I can see her over there (now).

Permisiune (limbaj familiar)

Can I use your pen ?

3) posibilitate (in anumite circumstante)

You can ski at the mountains now. There is enough snow.

4) can’t / couldn’t + vb. I – deductie 

(imposibilitate, neincredere) 

He can’t / couldn’t be her husband. Her 

Nu se poate ca el sa fie sotul ei. Sotul ei 

5) can’t / couldn’t + have + vb. III - 

trecut.

He can’t / couldn’t have broken the vase.

Nu se poate ca el sa fi spart vaza.

COULD

1)capacitate fizica sau intelectuala – in trecut 

I could ski when I was young.

!!! was / were able to – Affirmative – realizarea unei singure actiuni in trecut in ciuda unor piedici.

I was able to ski although the slope was icy.

(managed / succeeded in + vb. +ing)

- diferenta nu mai exista la negativ sau interogativ: I couldn’t / wasn’t able to ski yesterday.

2)Permisiune (cerere de permisiune / permisiune in trecut)

Could I use your phone ?

As all our papers were all right, we could clear customs very quickly.

· cerere politicoasa

Could you show me the way to the theatre? 

3)posibilitate in trecut

All the seaside we could buy a lot of souvenirs. There were a lot of shops.)

negativa  despre un eveniment present 

husband is away.

este plecat.

deductie negativa despre un eveniment 

6) imposibilitate, neincredere                               
Can you make such a mistake ?

Can this be your brother?

MAY


- este folosit la toate persoanele, la present si viitor

1)permisiune (oficial)

May I come in ?

You may leave.

-negativ – neacordarea permisiunii
“May I go?”

“No, you may not.”

(may = to be allowed to = to be permitted to)

2)posibilitate (sanse mai mari de a se intampla ceva)

He may come tomorow.

(Se poate sa vina maine.)

(It is possible / maybe / perhaps)

He may be sleeping.

(simultaneitate, continuitate)

He may have left.
(Se poate sa fi plecat.)

(anterioritate)

- interogativ / negativ

Do you think / Is it likely (that) they will come today ?

3)interdictie (in anunturi oficiale)

Candidates may not bring dictionaries in the exam room.

Candidatii nu au voie cu dictionare in sala de curs.

6) conditional

You could get there in time if you took a taxi.

MIGHT

-este folosit la toate persoanele, la conditional si subjonctiv.

Past Tense in Indirect Speech.

He said it might rain later.

1)permisiune (in trecut)

He knew he might go out of the room whenever he wanted.

- cerere, rugaminte politicoasa (nesigur, tentativ - might)

May / might I use your phone?

2) posibilitate (in present / trecut / viitor) (sanse mici de a se intampla ceva)

He might come tomorrow.

(S-ar putea sa vina maine.)

He might be sleeping.

He might have heard something when our house was broken into. (S-ar putea sa fi auzit ceva cand ni s-a spart casa.)

He might have been watching the movie at that time.

(actiune posibila in desfasurare in trecut)

3)iritare, indignare, repros

You might look at me when you speak.

You might have let me know. 

(Ai fi putut sa-mi dai de veste.)

4)indoiala, incertiudine

Who may this old man be ?

(Cine sa fie batranul acesta?)

5) auxiliar pentru subjonctiv

May all your dreams come true !

May luck attend you!

(Fie ca norocul sa te insoteasca!)

- in subordonate concesive (adverbial 

However difficult it may be, you have to 

However badly he might speak of me,  

- in propozitii completive 

clauses of purpose)

Speak louder so everybody may hear 

He finished early so that he might be 

4)conditional

If you speak English, you might get the job

-indoiala, incertitudine

I wonder who that tall boy might be.

(Ma intreb cine sa fie baiatul acela inalt.)

clauses of concesion)

do it.

don’t believe him!

circumstantiale de scop (adverbial 

you.

free.

