Exprimarea abilitatii, posibilitatii si obligatiei

Abilitatea (capacitatea fizica si psihica de a face ceva): can, could, be able to

Folosim can/can’t pentru abilitate in prezent:

Cats can see in the dark.

| can’t drive.

Folosim could/couldn’t pentru abilitati generale in trecut:

When | was younger, | could run very fast.

| couldn’t walk till | was nearly two years old.

Pentru abilitatea de a face ceva intr-o anumita situatie din trecut, folosim forma negativa
couldn’t, dar nu prea folosim forma afirmativa could. in locul lui could, este mai bine sa folosim
be able to, manage to sau succeed + verb +ing:

We couldn’t open the door with the key. Eventually we managed to break a window and were
able to get in.

Pentru abilitate in viitor folosim be able to:

My little sister will soon be able to read and write.

Folosim be able to pentru alte forms unde nu exista alta optiune cu can sau could:

I’d like to be able to see better.

Posibilitatea: can si could

Folosim can/could pentru a descrie ce este posibil sa facem. Folosim can/can’t pentru prezent si
viitor, si could/couldn’t pentru trecut. De asemenea, folosim si be able to, in special pentru
trecut si viitor:

Passengers can get to London from here in 35 minutes.

Where we used to live, we couldn’t get there by train.

We can / we’ll be able to discuss this at tomorrow’s meeting.

Folosim could (dar nu can sau couldn’t) pentru posibilitati viitoare nesigure:

| think it could rain later. (nu can rain)

dar

It may/might not rain tomorrow. (nu couldn’t rain)

Folosim could have (nu can have) + participiu trecut pentru posibilitati nesigure din trecut:
| don’t know where she went. | suppose she could have gone to the supermarket.

Folosim can’t/couldn’t + be pentru imposibilitate logica in prezent si can’t/couldn’t have +
participiu trecut pentru imposibilitate logica in trecut:

It can’t/couldn’t be Paul at the door. He’s in Japan.

He can’t/couldn’t have had lunch yet. It's only 11:15.

Reguli si obligatii: must si have to

Folosim must si mustn’t / must not:

pentru a formula reguli si legi, adesea intr-un context formal:

Meat packaging must comply with the new regulation.

Motorists must not exceed 120 kph on the motorway.

You mustn’t ride your bike without a helmet.

pentru a exprima un sentiment personal de obligatie (obligatie impusa de vorbitor) sau o parere
personala ca ceva este important:



| must phone my sister today. | mustn’t forget.
You must see this film —it’s great!

Folosim have to:

e pentru a exprima o datorie sau obligatie care vine din exterior (impusa de altcineva, nu de
vorbitor):
She has to be at a meeting at 8:30 tomorrow morning.

Comparati urmatoarele propozitii:

| have to finish this report by tomorrow. (= Altcineva insista asupra acestui lucru.)

| must finish this report by tomorrow. (= Eu Tnsumi simt ca acest lucru este important.)
He has to go to the police station. (= Politia a ordonat acest lucru.)

He must go to the police station. (= Cred ca este important ca el s3 mearga acolo.)

Folosim don’t have to:
e pentru a descrie o lipsa a obligatiei sau a necesitatii:
You don’t have to go to the party if you don’t want to.

Comparati aceste propozitii:

We don’t have to use this machine (= Putem sa folosim acest aparat daca vrem, dar nu este
obligatoriu.)

We mustn’t use this machine. (= Nu ne este permis sa-I folosim — este interzis.)

Necesitatea:

e pentru a exprima necesitatea folosim need to sau have to:

To get to the airport in time, we’ll need to / have to catch the 4:30 train.
e sunt doua forme negative pentru need:

We have plenty of time, so we needn’t hurry / don’t need to hurry.

La trecut, aceste doua forme au intelesuri diferite:

We didn’t need to hurry. (= Nu ne-am grabit deoarece nu a fost nevoie.)
We needn’t have hurried. (= Ne-am grabit, dar nu era necesar.)



